Planning Guide: Introducing Multiplication

Sample Structured Interview: Assessing Prior Knowledge and Skills

	Directions
	Date:

	
	Not Quite There
	Ready to Apply

	Set out 5 dishes. Ask the student to put 2 counters in each dish.

Say, "Can you tell me how many that is in all?"

If the student counts each object individually, ask, "Can you do that a faster way?" 


	The student is unable to put an equal number of objects in each set.

The student is unable to give the correct count for the total number of objects.

The student needs to count each object one by one.
	The student uses skip counting, doubling or a known fact to arrive at an answer in a multiplication situation.

	Tell a story such as the following: You are planning a party. There will be a total of 
6 friends at the party. You want to cook 2 hot dogs for each friend. How many hot dogs will you need to buy?

Say, "Please use counters or tallies to show me how you would figure this out."


	The student is not able to model the story.

The student does not show 
6 equal groups of 2 objects or tallies.
	The student is able to relate a story with a multiplicative context to a number operation modelled using counters or tallies.
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