Planning Guide: Polynomials

Examples of Whole Class/Group Assessment
Activity 1: Have students work in groups to complete a Concept Definition Map for the concept of polynomials. See the following sample.

Concept Definition Map

Category
Properties

What is it?
What are its characteristics? 

[image: image1.wmf]a

[image: image2.wmf]6

a

[image: image3.wmf]




    
Word


                 

           Examples
      Non-examples

Format adapted from R. M. Schwartz. "Learning to Learn Vocabulary in Content Area Textbooks." Journal of Reading 32, 2 (November 1988), p. 110, Example 1. Adapted with permission from the International Reading Association.
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Polynomials with 1, 2 or 3 terms have special names.�Monomials have 1 term. �Binomials have 2 terms. 


Trinomials have 3 terms. 





Terms are numbers, variables or the product of numbers and variables.





One term or the sum or difference of terms, the variables have whole number exponents. �








Polynomial








Algebraic Expression
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