Pursuing National Unity

Students explain how honouring a controversial historical figure may be both an opportunity
to promote national unity and a challenge to achieving national unity. Students then
determine their position on whether Canadians should revisit honouring controversial
historical figures based on current understandings, and provide specific reasons and
examples for choosing that position.

Instructional Support

A number of possible tasks are provided in this suggested activity. It is not intended that
you work through all of the tasks, but rather select those tasks and resources that will best
meet the learning needs of your students. The focus should be on ensuring that students
have the background and support to be successful with the skills that are the focus for
assessment (identify opportunities and challenges to promoting national unity, and state
and support a position).

Setting the Context for Learning

e Show students the video entitled Bryan Adams Not Canadian? Engage in a discussion
about the following situation: a Canadian has co-written the lyrics and music for a
song with a non-Canadian; then the Canadian performs the song, yet the song was
not considered Canadian.

e Prompt students to consider how perspective, as well as criteria for judgement, can
influence how something is viewed by a person or an organization.

Identify Opportunities and Challenges to Promoting National Unity

e Explore ways that the Canadian government attempts to promote national unity
through programs and institutions. Examples include the CRTC, Council of
Canadians, Historica/Dominion Institute, National Film Board, CBC and Canada
Council for the Arts. Provide students with the opportunity to work in small groups to
explore the effectiveness of the programs of these organizations. For example, does
the CRTC encourage national unity or enhance a sense of national identity with its
Canadian content rules?

¢ Engage students in a discussion about how some issues in Canada result in feelings
that are divisive to our national unity; e.g., the sovereignist movement in Québec,
Aboriginal land claims, multiculturalism, bilingualism or feelings of Western
alienation.

e Select an issue to model for students, and demonstrate how to identify the
opportunities that the issue provides for promoting national unity, as well as the
challenges the issue presents to promoting national unity.

State and Support a Position

e Once students have identified opportunities and challenges to promoting national
unity, ask them to reflect on the information in order to state and support a personal
position regarding renaming public places based on modern understandings.
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e Select an example and model for students the process of stating a position and
selecting credible support for a position. Some students may benefit from a
structured example:

Controversial historical figures should (or should not) be publicly honoured based
on our current understandings because

e Remind students that in previous tasks they developed the qualities that make up
convincing reasons and evidence to support a position. Refer back to those qualities,
which may have included the following:

o focused on the topic
0 supportive of the stated position
0 convincing
0 specific.
¢ Encourage students to add qualities based on their learning throughout the course.

Formative Assessment

Throughout this suggested activity, you will support students in achieving the following skills
that are the focus for assessment:

e identify opportunities and challenges to promoting national unity
e state and support a position

The following formative assessment opportunities are provided to help students unpack and
develop the focus skills for assessment. Feedback prompts are also provided to help
students enhance their demonstration of the focus skills for this activity. Formative
assessment support is not intended to generate a grade or score.

Formative Assessment: Assessment for Learning Opportunities

Identify Opportunities and Challenges to Promoting National Unity

Engage students in peer coaching to provide and receive feedback on the perceptiveness of
their identification of the opportunities and challenges to promoting national unity. Use the
feedback prompts below to provide structure in guiding students through this formative
assessment opportunity.

Feedback Prompts:

e Have | identified an opportunity for promoting national unity?

e Have | provided reasons and examples that explain why it is an opportunity rather
than a challenge?

e Have I identified a challenge to promoting national unity?

e Have | provided reasons and examples that explain why it is a challenge rather than
an opportunity?

These feedback prompts have been incorporated into the Identify Opportunities and

Challenges to Promoting National Unity: Peer Coaching Tool IE' which can be copied or
adapted for student use. Samples of tools created for a similar skill within a different
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http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssisr/html/20-4/ri4/exploring_the_person_behind_the_name.html?outcome=2#focus
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formative assessment context may be found in the Social Studies 20-4 Formative

==y

Assessment Summary .

State and Support a Position

Engage students in a self-reflection about the quality of support they provided for their
position on the renaming of public places based on modern understandings. Use the
feedback prompts below to provide structure in guiding students through this formative
assessment opportunity.

Feedback Prompts:

Have | stated a position, rather than simply restating information?
Have | provided specific reasons and examples (evidence)?

Do my reasons and examples (evidence) support my position?
Are my reasons convincing?

Are my examples specific and relevant?

These feedback prompts can be posted on an interactive white board or bulletin board, or
incorporated into a feedback tool that can be copied for student use. Samples of tools

created for a similar skill within a different formative assessment context may be found in
— B
the Social Studies 20-4 Formative Assessment Summary .

Linking to the Summative Assessment Task

e As students communicate information regarding their position on the renaming of
public places, they will have completed the Summative Assessment Task: Exploring

the Person Behind the Name I@

e Students should consult the assessment task and the assessment task rubric IE' to
ensure that they have provided the information required.

e Encourage students to use the feedback received through the formative assessment
opportunities to make enhancements to their work in progress.

e If necessary, continue to use the feedback prompts from the formative assessment
opportunities to coach students toward completion of a quality product.

¢ If student performance does not yet fall within the three levels described in the
summative assessment task rubric, work with the student to formulate a plan to
address the student's learning needs.

Suggested Supporting Resources

Textbook References
Student Basic Resource—McGraw-Hill Ryerson, Understanding Nationalism:

e Pages 308-309 Does Canada Today Show That Visions of Canadian ldentity Have
Evolved?

e Pages 317-329 How Have Institutions Been Used to Promote a National Identity in
Canada? (introduction to examples of organizations and programs)

e Pages 332—-349 The Quest for Canadian Unity (national identity)
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Pages 350—353 How Has the Changing Face of Canada Affected National Unity?
(national identity)

Teaching Resource—McGraw-Hill Ryerson, Understanding Nationalism:

Reproducible 3.10.4 International Agreements in the Antarctic and Arctic
Reproducible 3.11.3 Picturing World Heritage Sites in Canada
Reproducible 4.13.8 Meeting People's Needs

Reproducible 4.13.9 Meeting People's Needs with the Charter of Rights
Reproducible 4.14.3 How Institutions Promote Canadian Identity
Reproducible 4.14.5 Institutions and Visions of Canada

Reproducible 4.14.6 Programs and Examples

Reproducible 4.14.7 Our Advertising Campaign

Reproducible 4.14.8 Individuals Who Promote a National Identity
Reproducible 4.14.10 Exploring Our Community's lIdentity

Reproducible 4.15.1 Assessing a Four-Corners Debate

Reproducible 4.15.2 My Loyalties

Reproducible 4.15.4 How Some Aspects of the Federal System Affect National Unity
Reproducible 4.15.5 Challenges to National Unity

Reproducible 4.15.6 Emerging Trends and Their Impact on Canadian Unity
Reproducible 4.16.1 Pluralism and Diversity

Web Resources

Web Links for Online Sources:

CBC Digital Archives—materials: Bryan Adams Not Canadian?

LearnAlberta.ca: Perspectives on Nationalism—Section 04: What is my vision of
Canada?

Media Smarts website—materials:

0 Leqislation

0 Leqislation and Regulation

o Diversity and Canadian Broadcasting Policy

0 Guest Blog: How Canadian is CanCon?

0 The Development of Aboriginal Broadcasting in Canada

o0 Visible Minority Media in Canada

o Pirates and Privateers

0 Broadcasting Codes — Lesson

o Internet and Canada's Future: Opportunities and Challenges

CBC Digital Archives—radio and television clips: Ruling the Airwaves: The CRTC and
Canadian Content

Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission website

The Council of Canadians website

Historica Dominion Institute website (the "About" and "Programs" sections)
National Film Board website and section Welcome to NFB.ca

CBC News website and section Who We Are, What We Do (The reading level of this
section is a little higher than appropriate for many students in Knowledge and
Employability courses, so the section will need to be broken down.)

Canada Council for the Arts website

Canada 2020 website

Vimeo.com—video: Canada 2020: Interview with Dambisa Moyo (Could use this to
explore current issues and introduce ideas about the future.)
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http://www.cbc.ca/archives/categories/arts-entertainment/media/ruling-the-airwaves-the-crtc-and-canadian-content/bryan-adams-not-canadian.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/sspon/index.html
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http://mediasmarts.ca/diversity-media/visible-minorities/diversity-and-canadian-broadcasting-policy
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http://www.cbc.ca/archives/categories/arts-entertainment/media/ruling-the-airwaves-the-crtc-and-canadian-content/topic---ruling-the-airwaves-the-crtc-and-canadian-content.html
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/categories/arts-entertainment/media/ruling-the-airwaves-the-crtc-and-canadian-content/topic---ruling-the-airwaves-the-crtc-and-canadian-content.html
http://www.crtc.gc.ca/eng/home-accueil.htm
http://www.canadians.org/
https://www.historica-dominion.ca/
http://www.nfb.ca/
http://www.nfb.ca/about/
http://www.cbc.ca/
http://cbc.radio-canada.ca/en/explore/who-we-are-what-we-do/
http://www.canadacouncil.ca/
http://canada2020.ca/
http://vimeo.com/6736932

e Québec separatist movement:
0 CBC Digital Archives—video and materials: FLQ Backgrounder (historical

(0]

perspectives)
Vigile.net website—article: Quebec Separatism Dims as Harper Spending
Quells Urge to Leave (2008, contemporary perspectives)

e Western alienation:

(0]

(0]

CBC Player—video and radio clips:
= Trudeau Not Worried About Western Alienation (video clip on how
Canada should stay together despite regional differences; there is also
mention of the Québec separatist movement—historical perspectives)
= Trudeau Slaps on Taxes with NEP (radio clip broadcast on October 31,
1980, after Trudeau introduced the NEP—historical perspectives)
CBC Digital Archives—videos and materials: West Bitter Over Trudeau's NEP
(after Trudeau's death in 2000, a story about how Trudeau's NEP was
perceived by Westerners—contemporary perspectives)

e Aboriginal land claims:

(0]
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CBC Digital Archives—videos and materials: A variety of video clips and
teacher resources surrounding various land claim disputes (historical
perspectives)

Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada website—materials: Fact
Sheet — Progress on Aboriginal Land Claims and Self-Government in Quebec
(contemporary perspectives)

e Multiculturalism and bilingualism:

(0]

Mount Allison University website—materials: Brief Summaries of About
Canada Issues (some useful information about multiculturalism in Canada—
historical perspectives)

Multicultural Canada—article: Multiculturalism (for teachers—historical
perspectives)

CBC Digital Archives—videos and materials: A variety of materials about the
history of bilingualism in Canada (historical perspectives)

CBC Digital Archives—video and materials: True Canadians: Multiculturalism
in Canada Debated (A 43-minute video, September 14, 2004—contemporary
perspectives)

Knowledge and Employability Studio:

e Social Studies Background and Tools:

(0]

O O 0O 0O O ©O

(0]

=
Issue Analysis =
Tool: Analyzing an Issue @

Tool: Choosing Sides on an Issue @

Tool: My Position on an Issue @

Tool: Developing Your Argument @

Tool: Responding to the Other Side @

Tool: Checklist for Debate/Argument @

Assessment Rubric: Issue Analysis, Argument and Debate @

e Social Studies 20-4:

(0]

—

Assessment Checklist: 20-4.4 Canadian National Identity -
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http://www.cbc.ca/archives/categories/politics/civil-unrest/the-october-crisis-civil-liberties-suspended/flq-backgrounder.html
http://www.vigile.net/Quebec-Separatism-Dims-as-Harper
http://www.vigile.net/Quebec-Separatism-Dims-as-Harper
http://www.cbc.ca/player/Digital+Archives/Economy+and+Business/Energy/ID/1720865949/?sort=MostPopular
http://www.cbc.ca/player/Digital+Archives/Economy+and+Business/Energy/ID/2203644757/?sort=MostPopular
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/west-bitter-over-trudeaus-nep.html
http://www.cbc.ca/cgi-bin/MT4/mt-search.cgi?search=native%20land%20claims&IncludeBlogs=777&limit=20&page=1
http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100016290/1100100016291
http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100016290/1100100016291
http://www.mta.ca/departments/aboutcan/summary.html
http://www.mta.ca/departments/aboutcan/summary.html
http://www.multiculturalcanada.ca/encyclopedia/a-z/m9
http://www.cbc.ca/cgi-bin/MT4/mt-search.cgi?search=bilingualism&IncludeBlogs=777&limit=20
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/categories/politics/language-culture/language-culture-general/true-canadians.html
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/categories/politics/language-culture/language-culture-general/true-canadians.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/kes/pdf/or_cf_ss_tool_11_issue.pdf
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/kes/openAsset.html?URL=word/or_cf_ss_tool_17_anissue.doc
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/kes/openAsset.html?URL=word/or_cf_ss_tool_18_sides.doc
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/kes/openAsset.html?URL=word/or_cf_ss_tool_19_position.doc
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/kes/openAsset.html?URL=word/or_cf_ss_tool_20_devarg.doc
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/kes/openAsset.html?URL=word/or_cf_ss_tool_21_respond.doc
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/kes/openAsset.html?URL=word/or_cf_ss_tool_22_checkdeb.doc
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/kes/openAsset.html?URL=word/or_cf_ss_tool_23_adebate.doc
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/kes/pdf/or_cf_ss_gr11_4-4_05_assni.pdf

Videos:

e LearnAlberta.ca:
o0 Vistas: Aboriginal Expressions (12 short films on the theme of "nationhood")
0 Staking the Claim: Dreams, Democracy and Canadian Inuit (The Strength
Within, Standing Together and A New Era)

Distributed Learning/Tools4Teachers Resources:

e LearnAlberta.ca: Social Studies 20-2 Module 6: Embracing a National Identity
(Caution: There are multiple perspectives and possibilities regarding embracing
"national identities.")

Critical Challenges:

e LearnAlberta.ca:

0 Historical Perspectives of National Identity
Multiple Perspectives on National Identity
Support Material: U-shaped Discussion
Support Material: Supporting Conclusions
Support Material: Rating Options
Modelling the Tools: Assessing Web Site Credibility
Modelling the Tools: Analyzing a Situation
Modelling the Tools: Reaching Group Consensus
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http://www.learnalberta.ca/Search.aspx?lang=en&search=nationhood&grade=&subject=
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/aeChapter/index.html?smil=staking_the_claim_1_eng
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/aeChapter/index.html?smil=staking_the_claim_1_eng
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/aeChapter/index.html?smil=staking_the_claim_2_eng
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/aeChapter/index.html?smil=staking_the_claim_3_eng
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/t4tes/courses/senior/ss20_2/index.html?l1=home&l2=6-f&page=m6/ss20_2_m6_int.html&title=Social%20Studies%2020-2:%20Module%206
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssoc11/html/historicalperspectivesonnationalidentity_cc_outcomes.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssoc11/html/multipleperspectivesonnationalidentity_cc.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/sssm/html/u-shapeddiscussion_sm.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/sssm/html/supportingconclusions_sm.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/sssm/html/ratingoptions_sm.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssmt/html/assessingwebsitecredibility_mt.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssmt/html/analyzingasituation_mt.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssmt/html/reachinggroupconsensus_mt.html
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